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25-01 Postgrad admissions 2010-2024 
I would like to know the number of new postgraduate students Downing College admitted, and the 
percentage of postgraduate students in each year that were international status, for every year from 2010 to 
2024. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning the number of postgraduate admissions since 
2010. Please see the following table, and we only hold the information from 2014. 
 

Year No. PG students admitted 
(not including clinical 
med/vets as Uni under 
grads) 

% PGs admitted 
with international 
status 

2024 190 70% 
2023 183 66% 
2022 193 67% 
2021 178 60% 
2020 201 60% 
2019 188 74% 
2018 176 70% 
2017 155 65% 
2016 136 65% 
2015 118 66% 
2014 75 57% 

 

25-02 PhD under Special Regulations Examinations 
I understand that sometime in March 2022 the Postgraduate Committee adopted the document entitled 

PhD under Special Regulations Examinations. 

 

I hereby make a Freedom of Information Request for the following:  

1. a copy of these rules; and  

2. all documents that explain the reasons and provide the background as to why such rules were 

adopted at the time including the minutes of the Postgraduate Committee meeting at which they 

were adopted; 

3. copy of the rules which they replaced. 

Please also provide information as to whether at the time these rules were adopted rules in respect of other 

degrees were adopted and, in particular for PhD by Thesis. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College. We don’t hold the information you have requested 
concerning the PhD under Special Regulations Examinations document. However, further information 
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concerning this can be found here at the University site: PhD under Special Regulations | Cambridge 
students  

 

25-03 Dermatology academics employed 
I am contacting you from the British Association of Dermatologists, with my full contact details in the 
signature below.  
  
We would like to submit the following FoI request:  

1. How many clinical academics are employed by your organisation? 
2. How many clinical academics are contracted to the NHS as honorary consultant dermatologists?  

a. How many clinical academics are full University chairs / Professors?  
b. How many clinical academics hold non-Professor University positions (eg Reader, Senior 

Lecturer, associate Professor etc)?  
3. How many PhD/MD students to you have in your Faculty of Medicine?  

a. How many PhD/MD students are contracted to the NHS as honorary resident doctors in 
dermatology? 

b. How many PhD/MD students are contracted to the NHS as honorary consultants in 
dermatology? 

4. How many Honorary Professors of Dermatology are associated with your organisation?  
5. How many non-Professor University positions in Dermatology are associated with your organisation 

(eg Reader, Senior Lecturer, associate Professor etc)?  
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning Dermatology academics. Please be advised 
that we don’t hold this information, and I suggest you contact the Faculty of Medicine at the University who 
should be able to help you. 

 

25-04 Injunctions against protesters/protest camps 
This is a request for information according to the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
It relates to the use of injunctions against protesters in your university. Please note there are two parts to 
my request.  
 
(1) In the time period 1 January 2022 to 12 February 2025, has your university applied for an injunction 
against a protest or protest camp taking place within your university grounds? Please provide a yes/no 
answer. 
(2) If the answer to Q1 is “yes”, please can you provide the number of injunctions you applied for, and 
provide a copy of the court order.  
(3) In the time period 1 January 2022 to 12 February 2025, has your university applied for a summary 
possession order against a protest or protest camp taking place within your university grounds? Please 
provide a yes/no answer. 
(4) If the answer to Q1 is “yes”, please can you provide the number of summary possession orders you 
applied for and provide a copy of the order.  

https://www.cambridgestudents.cam.ac.uk/exams/students/postgraduate-exam-information/higher-degrees/phd-under-special-regulations
https://www.cambridgestudents.cam.ac.uk/exams/students/postgraduate-exam-information/higher-degrees/phd-under-special-regulations
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Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning injunctions and possession orders against 
protesters or protest camps. Please be advised that we are not aware of any such injections or orders, so the 
answer to all your questions in ‘No’. 

 

25-05 Request for PPE Interview stats 2024-25 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please could you provide the following information for PPE 

(Philosophy, Politics and Economics) applicants invited to interview at your College in the admissions cycle 

2024-2025: 

1. What percent of total applicants to your College for the PPE course were invited to interview. 

2. What percent of interviewed applicants for the PPE course were sent offers. 

3. During the interview process, the average length of each PPE interview. 

4. The minimum number of interviews that each PPE student was invited to. 

5. The maximum number of interviews that PPE students received. 

6. A summary of the content, or a general breakdown of the content that was planned for discussion 

during each interview. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning students who made an application and were 
interviewed to study PPE at Downing in 2024 for 2025 entry. 
 
The information you have requested is part of the ongoing admissions cycle that is not expected to finish 
before August at the earliest. Downing considers that the disclosure of statistics about applications made 
within the current cycle would be likely to prejudice the notion of a fair and confidential admissions process 
which form a fundamental part of our mission as an educational institution. Therefore, we believe this 
information is exempt under section 36(2c) (prejudice to effective conduct of public affairs). Please be 
aware, statistical information about previous admissions cycles is published by the University for all the 
colleges at https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/statistics.     

 

 
25-06 Supervision hours data for undergrad courses 
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 regarding undergraduate 
supervision provision at the college for the academic year 2023-24. 

To ensure clarity and ease of retrieval, I kindly request the following data in a table format, based on records 
available in systems such as CamCORS: 

1. Supervision Hours Data for Undergraduate Courses 
For each undergraduate course where the college arranges supervisions for its students, please provide: 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/statistics
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• The mean average supervision hours per student in 2023-24, broken down by year of study (first, 
second, and third/final year, as applicable). 

• Clarification: Please include supervision hours for students who are formally affiliated with your 
college, regardless of whether the supervision took place at your college or was arranged externally 
through another college. 

2. Supervisor Type Breakdown 
For the same subjects, please provide: 

• The percentage of supervisions conducted by graduate student supervisors versus academic staff 
(e.g., fellows, lecturers). 

• If available, any further breakdown distinguishing between different categories of academic staff 
(e.g., college-employed fellows vs. external supervisors). 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning supervision hours data for undergraduate 
courses. Firstly my apologies that our reply is a little late, but it has not been a quick or simple task to extract 
the data. Please find attached two pdfs containing the only information we are able to provide, this includes: 

• The total supervision hours for each tripos part 

• A list of supervisors and academic staff for each tripos part. 
 

 

25-07 Statistics of disabled students 1980-1992 
I am seeking statistics on the number of declared disabled students and applicants this college received from 

1980-1992.  

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning statistics of disabled students for the period 
1980-92. Unfortunately we do not hold this information, and I cannot help you further as we do not keep 
records of disability greater than one year following completion of a course of study. 

 

25-08 Annual and weekly rent prices for the past 5 years 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request the following information regarding 

student accommodation managed or owned by your college. 

 

1.      The annual and weekly rent prices for all types of university-owned or university-managed 

accommodation (e.g. en-suite rooms, standard rooms, studios, etc.)  

 

2.      For the past five academic years:  

• 2020/21  

• 2021/22  

• 2022/23  
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• 2023/24  

• 2024/25 (or planned prices if not yet finalised)  

If possible, please provide this data in a table or spreadsheet format showing:  

• Accommodation type or hall name  

• Weekly or annual cost  

• Whether the price includes utilities or other services (if available)  

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning our annual and weekly rental rates for the 
past 5 years. For the latest accommodation rental rates (College licence fees for undergrads and postgrads), 
please see our fees pages at Fees and charges | Downing College Cambridge. Please also find attached a pdf 
of rental rates for the years requested (2020-2025). 
 
Please also note, all electricity, heating, water, and network services are included in the College licence 
fee. We do not charge a termly catering facilities charge. Each room is banded to reflect its size, features and 
facilities. A full breakdown of these factors can be found in the Accommodation Handbook. Further 
information concerning accommodation types at Downing can be found at Accommodation | Downing 
College Cambridge. 

 

25-09 College funding from Iranian sources 
Good afternoon. Under FOI legislation, please can you disclose whether or not you have received any 
funding from Iranian sources. If so, please can you provide full details. I.e. year the donation was made, 
source of the donation, and the amount given. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning funding from Iranian sources. I can confirm 
that we are not aware of any funding or donations from such sources. 

 

25-10 College’s submission to the OfS Prevent Data Return 2024 
I would be grateful if you could provide the following information: A copy of your College’s submission to the 

OfS Prevent Data Return 2024. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning our Prevent monitoring accountability and 
data return 2024. Please find attached our Prevent return for 2024. My apologies that you did not receive 
this last November, but we have no record of a request from OiS at that time.  

 

25-11 - Greenhouse gas emissions of Downing College  
This is a request for information under the Environmental Information Regulations. 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Accommodation%20Handbook%202024-25.pdf
https://dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/accommodation
https://dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/accommodation
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Please supply me, where available, with the following information: the greenhouse gas emissions of 

Downing College in tonnes of equivalent CO2 emissions (tCO2e) from 2005 to present. Please present these 

in a table broken down by academic year and emissions scope (scope 1, scope 2 and scope 3 separately). 

Where information is incomplete (e.g. non-comprehensive, partially calculated scope 3 data) or unavailable, 

please specify this. Where information is only partially available, please supply this regardless. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your EiR request to Downing College concerning our greenhouse gas emissions from 2005 to 
present. Unfortunately we do not consistently collect this information; so we only have very sporadic data 
for Scopes 1 & 2, and nothing for Scope 3, which I can provide you with as follows: 
 

Type 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Scope 1 363.3719 1341.036 0 929.6797 

Scope 2 442.1174 519.6994 0 378.1243 

Scope 1&2 805.4893 1860.736 0 1307.804 

 

25-12 - A100 BMAT and interview scores 2023 cycle 
Could I please get the BMAT and interview scores for the candidates who were successful in obtaining an 
offer for A100 in the 2023 admissions cycle? 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning the BMAT and interview scores for the 
candidates who were successful in obtaining an offer for A100 in the 2023 admissions cycle. The scores, 
unrelated and in ascending order for the 16 successful candidates were as follows: 
 

BMAT Thinking 
Skills 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.7 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.5 6.8 6.8 7.2 7.6 8.1 8.8 9.0 

BMAT Science 
Knowledge 4.9 5.4 5.9 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.9 7.3 7.3 7.6 7.6 7.6 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.4 

BMAT Writing 
Task 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.5 4.5 

Interview 1 6.0 6.5 6.5 7.0 7.0 7.5 7.5 7.5 8.0 8.5 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.0 9.5 

Interview 2 6.0 6.5 6.5 6.5 7.0 7.5 7.5 7.5 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 9.0 9.5 9.5 

Interview 3 5.5 6.0 6.5 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.5 7.5 8.0 8.5 9.0 9.0 9.0 10.0 

Interview 4 5.5 6.5 6.5 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.5 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.5 9.0 9.0 9.5 9.5 9.5 

 

25-13 - Salary and expenses of the Master 
I am writing to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000: 

 

--The total annual salary (including any bonuses or additional benefits in kind) paid to the Head of your 
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college (e.g. Master, Mistress, President, Provost, Warden, Principal, or equivalent) for the most recently 

completed financial year. 

 

--The total amount claimed and reimbursed in expenses by the Head of College during the same period. If 

available, please provide a breakdown by category (e.g. travel, accommodation, subsistence, hospitality, 

professional expenses). 

 

This request concerns publicly funded institutions and pertains to the remuneration and expenses of the 

most senior public-facing role within your college. It does not seek personal data, but rather information 

relevant to public accountability. 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College requesting the Master’s salary and expenses for the last 
financial year. Concerning his expense claims, this amounted to £277 and was mainly for travel. His annual 
salary is his personal data and therefore exempt from disclosure under section 40(2) (personal data) of the 
Act. However, in our Annual Report & Accounts p.73, you will find a table of the salary bands paid to all 
College Trustees over the past two years. Downing College Report and Accounts 2024 - FINAL.pdf 

 

25-14 - Number of complaints by undergrads about supervisors 
I am submitting the following request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Please provide the following information relating to undergraduate students at your college: 

-The number of formal or recorded complaints made by undergraduate students about college supervisor(s) 
for each of the past five academic years (2020-21 through 2024–25). 

For each year, please indicate (if available): 

The number of complaints classified under one of the following categories (or similar): 

(a) neglect/lack of academic support 

(b) inappropriate conduct 

(c) discrimination (e.g. race, gender, class, religion) 

(d) bullying or intimidation 

(e) other (please specify if possible) 

 

The number of complaints upheld, dismissed, informally resolved, or still under investigation in each of the 

past five academic years. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning the number of complaints by undergraduates 

about College supervisors. To the best of our knowledge there are no complaints on record made by 

undergraduate students about College supervisor(s) for each of the past five academic years (2020-21 

through 2024–25). 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Downing%20College%20Report%20and%20Accounts%202024%20-%20FINAL.pdf


Downing College Cambridge - Freedom of Information Disclosure Log Jan-December 2025 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

25-15 - Average weekly or termly rent charges since 2020 
I am writing under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the following information regarding 

undergraduate accommodation at your college: 

 

Average weekly or termly rent charged to undergraduate students in the college for each academic year 

from 2020–21 through 2024–25. 

 

The year-on-year percentage increase in average undergraduate rent, including: 

 

2021–22 vs 2020–21 

2022–23 vs 2021–22 

2023–24 vs 2022–23 

2024–25 vs 2023–24 

 

The cumulative percentage increase in average undergraduate rent between 2020–21 and 2024–25. 

 

Whether the college has considered or implemented any rent freezes, hardship discounts, or subsidy 

schemes specifically for undergraduates since 2020. If so, please provide details (year, eligibility, and 

estimated financial impact). 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning our annual and weekly rental rates for the 

past 5 years. For the latest accommodation rental rates (College licence fees for undergrads and postgrads), 

please see our fees pages at Fees and charges | Downing College Cambridge. Information concerning 

accommodation types at Downing can be found at Accommodation | Downing College Cambridge. Please 

also find attached a pdf of rental rates for the years requested (2020-2025) and from this you can make your 

own analysis. 

Concerning your question about hardship discounts. The College has not put any specific pricing 

arrangements in place regarding the charges for accommodation for undergraduates. All students are 

encouraged to apply for support from College and University sources in cases of unexpected financial 

difficulty. 

 

25-16 - Undergraduate applications for Economics 2022-25 
Please could you kindly help me understand the following regarding undergraduate applications for 

economics in each academic cycle - 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25: 

1. % of applicants interviewed 
2. Individual interview scores and whether candidate was offered or not, and pooled or not 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/fees-and-charges
https://dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/accommodation
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3. Whether it is standard practice to provide pre-reading for the interview, and if so, when this 
would be provided 
4. I see that your website states "The interview is intended to inform us of your motivation and 
your overall ability and potential as an Economics student." I have seen that other colleges provide 
guidance on what to expect during the interview, and the scope of the interview (e.g., focus on 
mathematical problems, or graphs etc.). Please could you provide this information if possible.  

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning undergraduate applications to study 

Economics since 2022. Please note, I can only provide you with figures for the 2022-23 and 2023-24 cycles, 

as 2024-25 is the current cycle and will not be completed before September. 

For 2022-23, 30 students applied and 5 were deselected before interview. The unrelated scores in ascending 

order of the 25 interviewed are as follows: 

For 2023-24, 57 students applied and 26 were deselected before interview. The unrelated scores in 

ascending order of the 31 interviewed are as follows: 

Concerning your 3rd and 4th questions: there is no pre-reading for Economics, and please see our webpage at 

Resources for preparing for interview | Downing College Cambridge which provides information about what 

to expect and how to prepare for an interview. 

 

25-17 - Undergraduate Intermission Rates (Past 5 Years) 
I am writing to request information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, as I am conducting a piece 
of research into trends in undergraduate intermission and patterns of student support across the collegiate 
University. 

I would be grateful if you could provide the following information for your college: 

1.        The number of undergraduate students who formally intermitted (i.e., took an approved break or 
suspension from their studies) from the date 08/07/2020, to 08/07/2025, inclusive.  

2.        The total number of undergraduate students enrolled at your college from 08/07/2020, to 
08/07/2025, inclusive.   

I would appreciate the information in a table format showing both figures per academic year. If any 
individual year's figure is sufficiently small as to potentially risk identification of individuals, I am content for 
you to apply appropriate anonymisation or aggregation consistent with Section 40 of the Act. 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning undergraduate intermission rates for the past 
five years. I can provide you with the data as follows. 
 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-study/apply-downing/interviews/resources-preparing-interview
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Please note that students who intermit over two or more academic years have been included in numbers for 
all relevant years, (e.g. if a student intermits from Jan 21 to Jan 22, they will be included in 2020/21 and 
2021/22 academic year numbers.) 
 

• 2020/21:  
UGs:     Applications - 26 

Intermissions approved - 26 
Not returned after intermission - 2 
Intermission extended - 4 

 

• 2021/22:  
UGs:     Applications - 18  

Intermissions approved - 18  
Not returned after intermission - 3 
Intermission extended - 1 

 

• 2022/23:  
UGs:     Applications - 16 

Intermissions approved - 15 
Not returned after intermission - 3 
Intermission extended - 0 

 

• 2023/24:  
UGs:     Applications - 6 

Intermissions - 6 
Not returned after intermission - 0 
Intermission extended – 0 

 

• 2024/25:  
UGs:     Applications - 9 

Intermissions approved - 9 
Not returned after intermission – 0 to date (some due to return Jan 26) 
Intermission extended – 2 due to ret Jan 26; 1 due to ret Oct 26 

 
2. The total number of undergraduate students enrolled at College from 08/07/2020, to 08/07/2025, 
inclusive:   
 
(incl. Clin Medics/Vets) 

2020/21 498 

2021/22 494 

2022/23 498 

2023/24 488 

2024/25 475 
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25-18 - Mathematics applicants and re-applicants from China 
I am an international applicant preparing to reapply for the Mathematics course at the University of 
Cambridge this year.  I am writing to respectfully request some information under the Freedom of 
Information Act, to better understand how different colleges consider reapplicants and how offers are 
typically structured. 

If possible, I would greatly appreciate it if you could provide data for the past few admissions cycles (ideally 
the last 3–5 years) on the following: 

1. For the Mathematics course, the number of re-applicants who applied to your college, and the number 
who were offered a place. 

2. Whether your college applies any minimum threshold requirements for re-applicants in STEP II and 
III prior to interview. 

3. For reapplicants who received an offer, what typical STEP conditions were attached to the offer (e.g. S,S 
in STEP II & III, etc.). 

4. The number of successful applicants from China's mainland (by nationality) in Mathematics admitted to 
your college in recent years. 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning Mathematics applicants and re-applicants 
from China. I have answered your questions as follows. 
 

1. We do not keep this information; however, the University recommends candidates shouldn’t apply 
more than 3 times. Colleges are notified when this occurs, however, after the given application 
round we do not keep this information: 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/after/application-outcomes 

2. There is no threshold. 1 in STEP II and 1 in STEP III form part of all Mathematics offer conditions. This 
is regardless of whether a candidate has completed STEP II and III previously. 

3. See answer for q2. The offer condition would remain the same.  
4. In the past 3 years (2022, 2023, 2024) less than 5 applicants from China's mainland were admitted to 

Downing College. 

 

25-19 - Stats for undergraduate home applicants studying Economics  
Please could you kindly help me understand the following regarding undergraduate HOME applications for 
economics in each academic cycle - 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25: 
 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning statistics for undergraduate Home applicants 
studying Economics. Figures for the current cycle 2024-25 have not been collated yet, but I can provide the 
answers for the other years and to your questions below. 
 

1. % of applicants interviewed 
ANS:      2023-24 = 54%; 2022-23 = 83% 

2. Individual interview scores and whether candidate was offered or not, and pooled or not 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/after/application-outcomes
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ANS:    We don’t provide individual scores due to the small cohort of students and personal data 
concerns. However, I can provide the mean averages as follows:  
2023-24: offer 8.5, pooled 6.8, not pooled 5.5;  
2022-23: offer 9.1, pooled 8.3, not pooled 5.8. 

3. Whether it is standard practice to provide pre-reading for the interview, and if so, when this would be 
provided 
ANS:     For Economics, there is no prereading. This would be indicated on the course webpage within 
the table, row ‘Interviews’: Economics | Downing College Cambridge 

4. Scope and number of the typical economics interview(s) (how many, what the focus would be - e.g., 
on mathematical problems, or graphs or something else etc.). 
ANS:     Number and length of interviews can be found on the webpage above (see ques. 3).  Since 
interview questions can vary, we do not give guidance on the overall focus, however, at Downing 
they are academic focussed. This video may be useful 
https://youtu.be/XF3Fkog4k5g?si=yT8IQgviYWDdKoT5&t=721 
Although the admissions process (earlier part of video) will have changed, the information following 
that will be useful.   
Purpose of interviews | Downing College Cambridge 

 

 
25-20 - Student accommodation figures 2023-24 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning student accommodation for 2023-24. I can 

supply answers to your questions as follows for our undergraduate students. 

1. Number of full-time students who lived in College accommodation beginning in 2023:   
ANS: 430 UG students (agreed for 1 student to live out).  

2. Number of full-time students who lived in College accommodation beginning in 2024:   
ANS: 423 UG students. 

3. Number of full-time students who applied to live in College accommodation beginning in 2023:  
ANS: 430 UG students (1 applied to live out).  

4. Number of full-time students who applied to live in College accommodation beginning in 2024:   
ANS: 423 UG students. 

5. Number of full-time students who matriculated in 2023:  
ANS: 130 UG students. 

6. Number of full-time students who matriculated in 2024:  
ANS: 138 UG students. 

7. Number of full-time students who did not live in College accommodation, beginning in 2023:   
ANS: one UG student. 

8. Number of full-time students who live in non-College accommodation, beginning in 2024:  
ANS: 0   

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.cam.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate-study%2Fcourses%2Feconomics&data=05%7C02%7Ccpb62%40dow.cam.ac.uk%7C5f6e8b8f187a4c35484c08dde4adf399%7C9f749a7a77d14d0fbb13024ff0029455%7C0%7C0%7C638918157973797713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d6BsAQYrVeyOzoVJNiKRnP8g88cmxaZ5IXdEv0EKRh4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXF3Fkog4k5g%3Fsi%3DyT8IQgviYWDdKoT5%26t%3D721&data=05%7C02%7Ccpb62%40dow.cam.ac.uk%7C5f6e8b8f187a4c35484c08dde4adf399%7C9f749a7a77d14d0fbb13024ff0029455%7C0%7C0%7C638918157973825498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mqnENj7fzf7YKExE%2F9FZrLOPT89JmU%2BseVHr1Ed4w2I%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dow.cam.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate-study%2Fapply-downing%2Finterviews%2Fpurpose-interviews&data=05%7C02%7Ccpb62%40dow.cam.ac.uk%7C5f6e8b8f187a4c35484c08dde4adf399%7C9f749a7a77d14d0fbb13024ff0029455%7C0%7C0%7C638918157973843362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tY%2F7NLH44qJV%2BYLaQUqAc%2FKyZiLLkhy6u7cRIoH7ZAE%3D&reserved=0
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25-21 - Undergraduate Admissions Data & ESAT Scores 2025 entry 
I would be grateful if you could provide the following data for applicants to the General 
Engineering undergraduate course at Downing College for the 2025 entry admissions cycle. Please note that 
"2025 entry" refers to entry in October 2025, with applications and test-taking occurring in 2024. 

For each applicant to the General Engineering course in the 2025 entry admissions cycle, please provide the 
following breakdown of information, ensuring data is anonymised and aggregated as necessary to comply 
with data protection regulations, but still providing the requested detail: 

1. Admissions Test Scores: 
• Please provide their ESAT scores for each section taken (Mathematics 1, Mathematics 2, 

Physics, Chemistry, or Biology), with scores reported on a scale of 0-9. 
• If an applicant did not take the relevant test (e.g., due to curriculum differences or test 

waiver), please indicate 'N/A' for their test scores. 
2. Fee Status: Indicate whether the applicant held Home or International fee status. 
3. Application Outcome: Clearly indicate the final outcome for each applicant, distinguishing between: 

• Applied and rejected without being interviewed 
• Applied and rejected after interview 
• Applied and accepted (offer made) 

Response 
Thank you for your request to Downing College concerning undergraduate admissions data for Engineering 
2025 entry. Since the GDPR we do not provide personal data that is itemised by applicant, especially as 
Downing is a small community, and there is the possibility that an individual’s personal data could be 
identified. Therefore, in answer to your questions, I can provide you with the following summarised 
information and a range of scores. 
 

1. 73 students were rejected without an interview, 55 of these were ‘Home’ students. 
ESAT scores: 

a. Mathematics 1: 1.6 to 5.8; (Av: 3.7) 
b. Biology: N/A 
c. Chemistry: N/A 
d. Physics: 1.1 to 5.9; (Av: 3.7) 
e. Mathematics 2: 1.1 to 6.0; (Av: 3.5) 
f. Total scores: 5.4 to 15.2; (Av: 10.8) 

 
2. 47 students were rejected by Downing after an interview (including 12 Pooled), 30 were ‘Home’ 

students. 
ESAT scores: 

a. Mathematics 1: 2.2 to 9.0; (Av: 5.5) 
b. Biology: N/A 
c. Chemistry: N/A 
d. Physics: 3.2 to 8.0; (Av: 5.4) 
e. Mathematics 2: 2.8 to 8.9; (Av: 5.2) 
f. Total scores: 10.8 to 22.4; (Av: 16) 
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3. 13 students* were accepted by Downing, and 9 are ‘Home’ students. 
ESAT scores: 

a. Mathematics 1: 4.8 to 8.9; (Av: 6.9) 
b. Biology: N/A 
c. Chemistry: N/A 
d. Physics: 4.5 to 8.9; (Av: 6.5) 
e. Mathematics 2: 3.7 to 8.9; (Av: 6.6) 
f. Total scores: 14 to 24.8; (Av: 20.1) 

*please note, until offer holders have matriculated we don’t have fully confirmed numbers for 2025 entry. 

 

25-22 - Medicine A100 offer holder predicted grades 2021 
I would like to request the following statistics regarding offer holders for the Medicine A100 course 2021-
2024: 
1) predicted A Level grades entered on UCAS, including which subjects these grades were in (eg. Biology - A*, 
Chemistry - A, Mathematics - A*) 
2) The lowest, median, and highest UCAT scores for offer holders in that cohort 
3) The lowest, median, and highest interview scores for offer holders in that cohort 
 
I would also like to request the following information about medicine students who have intercalated in the 
years 2021-2024: 
4) subjects taken during the intercalation year, and the amount of people that took each course 
 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning Medicine A100 offer holder predicted grades 
2021. Unfortunately we no longer hold these data. Please also be advised that UCAT came into effect last 
year, so there isn’t data available from 2021. 

 

25-23 - Human Remains policy 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, please provide me with the following information about your 
institution's current policy or guidance on ancestral human remains. 
 

1. What advice does your current policy and/or guidance on human remains provide on dealing with 
each of the following issues:  

• claims for return? 
• de-accessioning? 
• display? 
• storage? 

ANS: We do not have a formal written policy for the above. We have a small number of skulls and skeletons 
which were previously used for educational purposes for medical students. These bones are securely stored 
in a locked cupboard, and we do not display these human remains. We do not know the origin of these 
bones, and we are currently exploring options for the sensitive disposal of these human remains. 
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2. Please provide a copy of your current policy and/or guidance on human remains, and state when it 
came into effect.  

ANS: We do not have a formal written policy. 

3. How often has your institution sought permission from source communities* to display, retain, or 
conduct research on human remains since the start of the financial year 2020-21 (i.e. since April 
2020) to date? 
 

ANS: We have not sought such permission. We are unaware of exactly when the bones came in the 
possession of the College and from where they originated. 

3.1 Please list the source communities* whose permission you have sought regarding display, 
retention, or conducting research on human remains over that time period, detailing the outcome of 
those discussions. 
*Source communities refers to the cultural or ethnic groups from which the human remains 
originated. 

ANS: We do not know the origin of the bones and so cannot conduct such discussions.  
 

4. Please provide a copy of your institution’s advisory framework for processing repatriation requests, 
and state when it came into effect. 

ANS: We do not have a formal written policy. 
 

5. Please provide a copy of all audits of human remains held by your institution conducted since the 
start of the financial year 2020-21 (i.e. since April 2020) to date? 

ANS: Audit conducted Nov 2024, the College stores the following: 
Skeletons (whole and partial): 9 
Bones (whole and fragments): Zero 
Skulls (whole and partial): 3 
Skin: Zero 
Hair and scalps: locks of hair presumed to belong to the two children of Professor WKC Guthrie (Master of 
Downing 1957-72). The catalogue description is available online here: 
https://archivesearch.lib.cam.ac.uk/repositories/12/archival_objects/675897 
Nails: Zero 
Other body parts: Zero 
Mummified remains: Zero 
Modified’ or composite items, such as handmade artefacts that include human remains: Zero 

 

25-24 - College commercial filming projects 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I request the following information: 

 
1. The number of commercial filming projects that have taken place in college-owned property since 1 

January 2024. 
2. The total amount the college has earned from such filming. 
3. Whether the college is aware of any part of the college, interior or exterior, being commercially 

filmed without the college’s permission. 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchivesearch.lib.cam.ac.uk%2Frepositories%2F12%2Farchival_objects%2F675897&data=05%7C02%7Ccpb62%40dow.cam.ac.uk%7C04fc7244a2fb429cca4908ddff502466%7C9f749a7a77d14d0fbb13024ff0029455%7C0%7C0%7C638947441897273816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L7NhE%2FaWS5Suo8sZxstuUU1Ujq%2FslGmGOaDe1uoUC0g%3D&reserved=0
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Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning any commercial filming projects on College 
owned premises since January 2024. We assume by this request you are interested to learn if the College has 
gained financially through a third-party filming project, such as for a film, documentary or TV series. I can 
confirm that we are not aware the College has undertaken or gained financially through any such filming 
project since January 2024. 

 

25-25 - Kafoodle catering system 
I understand from Kafoodle’s website that Downing College uses its catering management software, which 

includes features such as nutritional analysis and calorie labelling.  I wondered whether you could answer 

the following questions please?: 

1. When did Downing College first start using Kafoodle? 

We began developing our Kafoodle recipe and menu database in July 2022. After around three months of 

data entry and testing, we were able to publish our first fully compliant student dining menus for 

Michaelmas Term 2022. 

2. What motivated the College to adopt this software? 

Several operational, compliance and service-quality factors came together: 

• We wanted to standardise recipes across all services, but manually costing and maintaining hundreds of 

recipes was unsustainable due to frequent price changes. 

• Natasha’s Law heightened the requirement for accurate and reliable allergen data — we needed a system 

that ensured ingredient-to-label accuracy. 

• We anticipated future calorie-labelling regulations applying to mass caterers and wanted to be prepared 

rather than reactive. 

• Providing detailed nutritional data for every meal was only achievable with a centralised, software-driven 

approach. 

• Automatic updates using current supplier pricing were essential for accurate allergen information, live cost 

control, and carbon reporting. 

3. Was the introduction connected to the national calorie-labelling legislation introduced in 2022? 

Partly. While the legislation did not initially apply to universities or colleges, we considered it prudent to 

future-proof our operations and ensure immediate compliance if requirements were extended. 

4. Who was involved in the decision to implement Kafoodle? 

• The initiative was led by our Head of Catering — recognising the strategic value of accurate recipes, 

financial data, training tools and transparent nutritional and allergen information. 

• Following launch, it became clear that specialist support was needed to maximise Kafoodle’s capabilities. 

We therefore recruited a Nutritionist who now manages the platform, improves the nutritional balance of 

our 1900+ recipes, and provides weekly nutrition training across the catering team. 

5. Who has access to the nutritional information Kafoodle provides? 
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• Weekly menus are published via a Kafoodle web link accessible to all Downing members from any device. 

• A touchscreen in the servery provides the same live information to diners at point-of-choice. 

• QR codes are displayed on printed menus and signage for instant access. 

• All dishes include full ingredient lists, allergen information, dietary tags, nutritional breakdown, and carbon 

footprint (CO₂e rating). 

6. Has the catering team received feedback from students about calorie and nutritional transparency? 

Yes — feedback has been extremely positive. Students, summer schools, and conference guests access the 

Kafoodle menu links weekly, and those with allergies, intolerances or specific dietary preferences particularly 

value the ability to filter dishes by allergens, ingredients, dietary tags, nutritional metrics, and carbon rating. 

7. Would the College recommend Kafoodle to other colleges — and if so, why? 

Kafoodle has become a core operational platform that supports: 

• Compliance with allergen and food-information legislation 

• Nutritionally balanced menu development supported by better recipe compliance from the kitchen team 

• Carbon reporting and sustainability goals 

• Cost control and responsiveness to commodity price changes 

• Clear information for all diners — improving trust and customer confidence 

It has significantly raised the standard and transparency of our catering offer. 

 

25-26 - Computer Science admissions data 2025 entry 

Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning admissions data for each Computer Science 
applicant (2025 entry). Please be advised that since the GDPR we do not provide personal data itemised by 
applicant, especially as Downing is a small community and there is the possibility that an individual’s 
personal data could be identified. Therefore, in answer to your questions, I can provide you with the 
following summarised information below.  
 

 Number of 
candidates 

No of 9’s (A*) 
at GCSE 

TMUA scores 
(totals – average) 

Interview 
scores (Av.) 

Deselected 
before 
interview 

29 128 3.2 n/a 

Rejected after 
interview 

19 135 4.8 4.7 

Pooled 6 50 5.2 6.8 

Offered 4 32 6.7 7.7 

 
1. Number of 9s at GCSE 
ANS: Please see above. 

2.  A-level subjects and predicted grades 
ANS: We don’t hold this information. 
3. Scores achieved at interview (1-10) 
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ANS: Please see above. 
4. Score in Paper 1, Paper 2, and the overall score in the TMUA  
ANS: We do not keep scores for the individual TMUA papers, the average of total scores is above. 
5. Number of contextual flags met 
ANS: We cannot provide this information for individual candidates. 
6. Whether Downing College made an offer 
ANS: Please see above. 
7. How many candidates were pooled, and subsequently made offers 
ANS: Six candidates were Pooled (see above). Please note, we do not hold records about whether pooled 
applicants are selected by other Colleges, and you will need to make a separate FoI request to the University 
for this information. 

 
 
25-27 - College-owned artworks 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning College-owned artwork. Please find our 
answers to your questions below. 
 

1. Could you please provide a list of all college-owned artwork currently displayed 
ANS: We do not maintain a formal list of College-owned artwork on display, so are unable to supply this. 
(Our collections are catalogued in a relational database.) 
 
2. A list of college-owned artworks held in storage. 
ANS: We do not maintain a formal list of College-owned artwork held in storage, so are unable to supply this.  
 
3. Can you please provide an overview of what artworks were removed of placed on display for the term 

beginning in September 2020, if possible  
ANS: We do not believe any artworks were removed or placed on display in Michaelmas 2020. 
 
4. Can you please provide an overview of what artworks were removed of placed on display for the term 

beginning in September 2025 
ANS: No artworks have been removed or placed on display during the current term. 
 
5. Can you please provide details of any interventions to contextualised artworks, add labels, removed 

them from display, from ownership, Parcelar in relation to their being outmoded, offensive in relation to 
racial issues, slavery, colonialism on gender identity. 

ANS: Two portraits, which are part of a collection on long-term loan and not owned by the College, were 
removed from display after connections to slavery were identified. There is no known connection between 
the sitters and the Founder’s family line or any member of the College. The portraits have been moved into 
storage. 

 
 
25-28 - Number of Hong Kong applicants for interview 
I would like to request 

1. The number of applicants being offered an interview 
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2. The number of Hong Kong applicants being offered an interview 

for academic year 2024-2025 for the following 12 undergraduate courses.  

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning the number of applicants interviewed from 
Hong Kong in selected subjects. Please see the following table which provides you with the answers. 
 

Subject 
No. of applicants 

interviewed 
No. of Hong Kong 

applicants interviewed 
Architecture 3 0 
Chemical Engineering 13 1 
Computer Science 29 3 
Design 6 0 
Economics 38 0 
Engineering 60 4 
History and Politics 9 0 
Law 77 5 
Mathematics 33 1 
Medicine 52 2 
Psychological and Behavioural Sciences 50 5 
Veterinary Medicine 8 0 

 

 

25-29 - Prizes and awards to students studying Economics 
This is a formal request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. I request a list of all 

prizes, awards, and medals awarded to students in the discipline of Economics.  

 

The list should include: 

1. Prize Name: The formal name of the award 

2. Awarding Body: Whether the prize is awarded by the Department of Economics or a specific College 

(please name the college). 

3. Criteria: A brief description of the criteria for the award (e.g., Best Final Year Thesis, Highest Mark in 

Macroeconomics, Best Overall Performance). 

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning awards and prizes awarded to students 
studying Economics. Please can I direct you to our College scholarships and prizes page on our website, and 
you will notice there are a number of prizes for Economics (or any subject) awarded by the College with the 
details included, and which I hope will be of interest: 
College scholarships and prizes | Downing College Cambridge  

 

https://www.dow.cam.ac.uk/current-students/finances-bursaries-and-awards/college-scholarships-and-prizes
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25-30 - Access and outreach activities 2019-2024 
Please provide the total amount spent by Downing College on access and outreach activities in each of the 

following academic years: 

• 2019/20 

• 2020/21 

• 2021/22 

• 2022/23 

• 2023/24 

For the purposes of this request, “access and outreach activities” should be understood to include 

expenditure on schemes, programmes, events, staffing, bursaries, or initiatives whose primary purpose is to 

widen participation in higher education or to encourage applications from under-represented or 

disadvantaged groups. I am requesting aggregate annual figures only for each academic year listed above. A 

breakdown by programme or activity is not required. 

 

Response 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning our annual expenditure on access and 
outreach activities for the years 2019 – 2024.  Please find the figures in the following table: 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

25-31 - Access and widening participation data 2019-25 
Thank you for your FoI request to Downing College concerning access and widening participation data 2019-

25. We can provide data for some of your questions in part 1, but unfortunately none for part 2. Please see 

our answers below. 

 

We are conducting research into widening participation admissions. 
Please can you provide data for Academic Years 19/20, 20/21, 21/22, 22/23, 23/24, 24/25 on the below: 
 

a) the annual budget for access and widening participation? 
ANS: n/a 

b) the actual expenditure incurred. 
ANS:  

Year £ 

2023/24 157,113 

2022/23 259,357  

2021/22 181,245  

2020/21 76,823  

2019/20 148,305  

Year £ 

2024/25 131,367 
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c) the expenditure on financial support/grants/scholarships/bursaries etc., for home fee-status 

undergraduate students? Please also clarify if this figure is included in the figure provided for point 
a) above? 

ANS: We do not hold complete information for the years in question. Therefore, any information we do hold 
will be partial and would provide a misleading picture. 
 

d) the number of contracted staff employed to undertake access and widening participation work 
(please exclude any casually employed students)? 

ANS: We currently employ two full-time members of staff appointed as Schools & Colleges Liaison Officers.   
 
Please can you provide data for Academic Years 15/16, 16/17, 17/18, 18/19, 19/20, 20/21, 21/22, 22/23, 
23/24 and 24/25 on the below: 
ANS: For the following two questions, postcodes of schools attended by students is incomplete, so any 
information we do hold for the past ten years will therefore be partial, possibly inaccurate and would 
provide a misleading picture if we were to provide figures. 
 
a) how many students who attended state-funded schools in your link area (as defined by the Area Link 

Scheme) received an offer to study an undergraduate degree at your college? 
b) how many students who attended state-funded schools in your link area (as defined by the Area Link 

Scheme) were admitted to study an undergraduate degree at your college? 

 

2023/24 157,113 

2022/23 259,357  

2021/22 181,245  

2020/21 76,823  

2019/20 148,305  


