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I. Introduction 
The Downing College International Programme is committed to providing an enriching, academically 
rigorous, and culturally immersive educational experience for students from around the world. Our 
admissions policy ensures a fair, transparent, and inclusive process that aligns with our values of academic 
excellence, diversity, and student welfare. 

 
II. Aims and Objectives 

The aim of this admissions policy is to: 

• Ensure the admissions process is fair and transparent. 
• Select students who will benefit from and contribute positively to the Programme. 
• Promote access and inclusion from a wide range of national and educational backgrounds. 
• Support the educational and safeguarding standards of Downing College and its partners. 

 
III. Eligibility Criteria 

III.1 Downing College International Programme 16-18 
Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Be aged between 16 and 18 years at the start of the Programme  
• Age exception is only applicable to students aged 15 Years and 10 months old at the start of the 

Programme with exceptional scores during the test and interview process.  
• Demonstrate academic motivation and interest in the Programme’s subject areas. 
• Have an appropriate level of English language proficiency (see section 5). 
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• Submit a completed application.  
• Paid the application fees by the published deadline. 

 
III.2 Downing College International Programme Pre-Sessional 15-18 
Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Be aged between 15 and 18 years at the start of the Programme  
• Demonstrate academic motivation and interest in the Programme’s subject areas. 
• Have an appropriate level of English language proficiency (see section 5). 
• Submit a completed application with all required documentation by the published deadline. 

 
III.3 Downing College International Programme Undergraduate (18+) 
Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Minimum finishing their first year of Undergraduate study at a university 
• Demonstrate academic motivation and interest in the Programme’s subject areas. 
• Have an appropriate level of English language proficiency (see section 5). 
• Submit a completed application with all required documentation by the published deadline. 

 
We welcome applications from students of all nationalities, cultures, and backgrounds. 
 

IV. Application Process 
The application process typically includes: 
1. Online Application Form – including personal details, academic history, and statement of interest. 
2. Written & Interview (DOWNING COLLEGE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME  16-18) – Applicant must 

book their written and interview test dates when they complete the application form. 
3. Parental Consent – Parents/Guardians need to sign a consent form that they agree for their children to 

attend the Programme and or the Admission Test & Interview. 
4. Offer Letter– Students and their Parents/Guardian will receive an offer from the DOWNING COLLEGE 

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME team and the steps to move forward.  
5. Payment – The student's Parents/Guardians will need to make payment within the deadline given 

 
V. English Language Requirements 

To ensure students can access the full academic and social experience, the following minimum  
 English proficiency is recommended: 

• B1/B2 level on the CEFR scale (Common European Framework of Reference). 
• Or equivalent in IELTS, TOEFL, or verified school report. 

 
     Exceptions may be made for students applying to English Language-focused Programmes. 

 
    VI.   Selection Criteria 

Admission decisions are based on: 
• Academic motivation and potential. 
• Clarity of goals and interest in the subject area. 
• English language ability. 
• Capacity to benefit from and contribute to the Programme. 

 
      Admissions are not made solely on academic achievement but on holistic evaluation. 
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VI.  Safeguarding and Welfare 
 

The safety and welfare of all students is our highest priority. As such: 
• All applicants must provide full medical and safeguarding disclosures. 
• Students with additional needs are encouraged to apply; reasonable adjustments will be considered in 

consultation with guardians and staff. 
• All staff are trained in safeguarding, and safeguarding policies are strictly followed. 

 
VII.  Equal Opportunities 

Downing College International Programme does not discriminate based on race, nationality, gender, 
 disability, religion, or sexual orientation. We are committed to equal access and inclusion. 
 

VIII. Fees and Payments 
All Programme fees must be paid in accordance with the payment schedule outlined in the offer letter.  Late or 

incomplete payments may result in the withdrawal of a place. 
 

IX. Cancellation and Refund Policy 
Details of cancellation rights and refund policies are provided in the Terms & Conditions upon offer of a  place. 

Exceptions may be considered in cases of visa refusal or serious medical circumstances, with  appropriate 
documentation. 
 

X. Appeals and Complaints 
Applicants who believe they have been unfairly treated may submit a written appeal to the Programme 

 Director within 10 working days of receiving the admissions decision. The appeal will be reviewed in  line 
with our complaints and review procedure. 
 


